
FP7-­‐KBBE-­‐2013-­‐07,	
  DIVERSIFY	
  603121	
  

 
Deliverable Report 

 
Deliverable No: D31.3 Delivery Month: 6 

Deliverable Title Publication of the first of two articles in Food Today 
WP No: 31 WP Lead beneficiary: P18. CTAQUA 

WP Title: Dissemination 
Task No: 31.7 Task Lead beneficiary: P37. EUFIC 

Task Title: Publication of the first of two articles in Food Today magazine 
Other beneficiaries: P1. HCMR P3. IRTA P7. IMR P8. IEO 

P9. UL P12. APROMAR P13 UNIBA P33. FGM P34. BVFi 
P35. MASZ P36. ANF    

Status: Delivered Expected month: 6 
……….. 

 
Lead partner preparing the deliverable: Miller, J. (EUFIC) 
Other partners participating: Fernandez, L. (EUFIC), Giordani, A. (EUFIC), Mylonas, C.C. (HCMR) and 
Robles, R. (CTAQUA) 
 
Objective: The objective of this deliverable is to provide an overview of the background, aims, objectives 
and expected outcomes of DIVERSIFY to a large number of stakeholders and members of the public. 

“Food Today” is EUFIC’s bi-monthly publication. It is published in 11 European languages (English, 
French, German, Spanish, Italian, Greek, Polish, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian and Portuguese) and selected 
articles are also published in Turkish. It has 46,000 online subscribers. The aim of the publication is to 
disseminate relevant scientific information about health and nutrition and food safety and quality to relevant 
professionals, the media and members of the public. They form a deliverable in many of the EU-funded 
projects, in which EUFIC is involved and are usually published in order to introduce or to conclude a project. 
The articles themselves are written in a clear, accessible way to promote consumer understanding. 
 

Description: The DIVERSIFY Food Today article discusses the project’s background and aims, benefits of 
expanding the EU aquaculture industry, an overview of the scientific and socioeconomic research, which is 
going to be carried out and the expected impact on the EU aquaculture industry. Within the article there are 
references to European Commission reports and documents about fishing and aquaculture, which help to 
place the DIVERSIFY project into the wider context of the European Commission’s aims and objectives to 
expand this sector. A link to the DIVERSIFY website allows readers to find out more about the project. In 
addition, there are links beside the article on the EUIFC website to related documents, FAQs, podcasts and 
articles which EUFIC have previously published. These additional sources of information relate to different 
aspects of seafood and their nutritional benefits.  
 
The DIVERSIFY article was published in the online edition of Food Today issue number 92 in the Food 
Today section on EUFIC’s website in April 2014 and can be found in the following link:  
 
http://www.eufic.org/article/en/page/FTARCHIVE/artid/New_EU_project_aims_to_expand_the_production
_marketing_and_consumption_of_European_finfish_species/ 
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Desktop capture of the article in the www.eufic.org web site. 
 
 
 
Since its publication on the www.eufic.org site and until the submission of the Deliverable (28th May 2014) 
the Food Today article received 204 page views and the average time spent on the page was 1 minute and 59 
seconds.  
 
The Food Today article was also shared on EUFIC’s Twitter  and Facebook pages to over 6,000 followers: 
 

 
Desktop capture of the twitter release in the EUFIC’s page. 
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Desktop capture of the facebook release in the EUFIC’s page. 
 

Deviations:  No deviation from the DOW exists. 

 

Below is the full text of the Food Today article: 

New EU project aims to expand the production, marketing and consumption of European finfish 
species 
 

The demand for safe and affordable aquatic products in Europe is 
increasing. European aquaculture (or European farmed aquatic 
products) could fulfil this demand; however, the industry faces 
several barriers to growth. The EU-funded DIVERSIFY project 
(www.diversyfish.eu) aims to overcome the bottlenecks to the 
production, marketing and consumption of healthy and 

sustainable European-cultured aquatic products. This will help meet consumer demands, reduce imports 
of often questionable quality and establish the industry as a world aquaculture technology leader.  
 
Since 2000, the global aquaculture industry has been growing at a rate of 7% each year; however, the rate of 
production in Europe has remained stagnant. 1  European aquaculture products are healthy, safe and 
sustainable. According to the European Commission, consumption of these fish and the expansion of this 
sector will help establish Europe as a global leader in aquaculture production technology and provide a 
means of satisfying consumer demands for nutritious and convenient aquatic products.  
 
Production bottlenecks and poor consumer perceptions hamper the industry 
Current European fisheries are over-exploited and therefore are an unsustainable option for meeting aquatic 
products requirements in Europe. There has also been an increasing dependence on foreign imports, which 
were estimated to account for 65% of aquatic product consumption in 2010; these are less expensive than 
European farmed products, but health and safety controls of these imports do not always reach acceptable 
standards. 
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The global aquaculture industry has experienced substantial growth, particularly in Asia and South America.3 
Despite this, European consumers perceive products from the aquaculture industry to be lower in quality 
compared to aquatic products from fisheries.4 
 
The Atlantic-salmon success story 
Although the European market for aquaculture aquatic products spans more than 35 species, production is 
dominated by only a selected few.5 The result of this has been that during periods of particularly low 
consumer demand, production of the most commonly cultured species has exceeded sales of the products. 
The Atlantic salmon has been an exception to this high-production and low consumer-demand trend and has 
formed the basis for a variety of value-added products that have proved consistently successful in the 
marketplace. This has been attributed to its fast growth rate and large size, which has enabled the 
development of a variety of products, which have been perceived in a positive manner by European 
consumers. In contrast, many existing aquaculture species are processed and sold whole due to their small 
size. In light of this, DIVERSIFY aims to develop scientific expertise to build on the Atlantic salmon’s 
success.  
 
Developing new products, reaching new markets 
Researchers of the DIVERSIFY project have chosen six finfish species because of their large size/fast 
growth rates and proven business potential. These fish are sourced from a wide geographic area within 
Europe and will form the basis for the development of food prototypes. The species chosen are meagre 
(Argyrosomus regius), greater amberjack (Seriola dumerili), wreckfish (Polyprion americanus), Atlantic 
halibut (Hippoglossus hippoglossus), grey mullet (Mugil cephalus) and pikeperch (Sander luciopeca).  
 
The majority of these fish species have been chosen to be cage-cultured around the Mediterranean region. 
However, some species can also be cultured in cold water (e.g., Atlantic halibut and wreckfish), as well as in 
recirculating aquaculture systems using freshwater (pike perch) or in earthen ponds in coastal areas (grey 
mullet). Scientific research on the farming of these species will include reproduction and genetics, nutrition, 
larval rearing for juvenile fish production, on-growing of juveniles to market size, fish health and final 
product quality.  
 
An investigation into the most efficient marketing of these products is essential and will be achieved by 
giving consideration to the existing consumer preferences for fish products. In regards to the economic value 
that will be derived from the research, species-specific business plans will aid the long-term market 
positioning of each of the finfish. The selected finfish new food products will be assessed for their health and 
safety, preservation properties and market success. Increasing the value of European aquaculture products 
will also improve the economic prospects of the sector.   
 
In addition to expanding the variety of European aquaculture products and increasing their acceptance by the 
public, the project will develop techniques and knowledge that can be implemented and disseminated 
through a variety of activities, targeted towards relevant stakeholders including aquaculturists, food 
processors, retailers and consumers.  
 
For more information: 
Dr Constantinos C Mylonas from the Hellenic Center for Marine Research in Greece coordinates the project.  
Nine small or medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), three large enterprises, five professional associations and 
one consumer non-governmental organisation (NGO) are brought together in DIVERSIFY to carry out 
multidisciplinary research in order to expand the EU aquaculture industry.  
 
For more information, please visit www.diversifyfish.eu 
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DIVERSIFY (Enhancing the European aquaculture by removing production bottlenecks of emerging species, 
producing new species and accessing new markets) is funded under the European Commission’s Seventh 
Framework Programme (KBBE-2013-GA No 603121). 
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