
Exploring the biological and  
socioeconomic potential of  
new/emerging candidate fish 
species for the expansion of the 
European aquaculture industry.

The DIVERSIFY consortium integrates a multidisciplinary 
group of partners from 12 European countries. It is made up 
mainly of research and academic institutions, and also includes 
nine small or medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), three large 
enterprises, five professional associations and one consumer 
non-governmental organisation (NGO).
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1
Scientific knowledge and 
techniques for culturing 
new/emerging finfish 
species that will be safe, 
sustainable, and attractive 
to consumers and markets.

3
Long-term business plans 
to ensure the successful 
market positioning of each 
species.

2
Wide dissemination of 
this information to key 
stakeholders (aquaculture 
producers, retailers, 
processors and consumer 
groups).

4
Increased value of European 
aquaculture products, which 
will result in increased 
economic prospects of the 
sector. 
An efficient, sustainable and 
market-oriented expansion 
of the European aquaculture 
sector. 
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Fish species and budget allocation 

Expected outcomes

To develop the scientific techniques and methodology, which 
will ensure the successful rearing and production of the selected 
species and contribute to the expansion of the industry.

To determine the drivers for market acceptance of the new food 
prototypes in order to position the EU aquaculture sector as a 
leader in aquatic food production.

Studies will be carried out in the six selected species across a 
number of different scientific disciplines:

The majority of the growing demand for aquatic products in 
Europe is currently supplied by foreign imports (aquaculture 
and capture fisheries) that are often of questionable quality, 
and by aquatic products from over-exploited European 
fisheries. European aquaculture constitutes a safe, healthy and 
sustainable source of aquatic products and though facing some 
barriers for further growth, could fulfil the demand for aquatic 
products, but is currently supplying only 10% of the total EU 
consumption. 

DIVERSIFY is an €11.8 million EU-funded project  
(2013-2018), which aims to expand the European 
aquaculture industry. It will develop scientific 
methods required to optimise the rearing and 
production of some new/emerging finfish species 
and establish the marketing techniques required to 
attract consumers.

Why have these fish species been selected?

The selected species include the meagre (Argyrosomus regius), 
greater amberjack (Seriola dumerili), wreckfish (Polyprion 
americanus), Atlantic halibut (Hippoglossus hippoglossus), grey 
mullet (Mugil cephalus) and pikeperch (Sander lucioperca). 
Originating from a wide range of climatic and geographic 
regions within Europe, the six species have been chosen based 
on their biological and economic potential.  They have a large 
size/fast growth rate, enabling the production of a variety of 
value-added aquatic products, which are expected to attract 
consumers and be successfully commercialised.

About DIVERSIFY


